
PART I-ESSENTIAL FEATURES.

CHAPTER   11
Doctrine.

Section 7

The Foundation of our Teaching.

1.      The Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments are, and abide, the only rule of our faith and life. We regard them as God's Word, which He spake to men of old time through the prophets, and at last through the Son and His apostles, to instruct them unto salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. We are convinced that all truths that declare the will of God for our salvation are fully contained therein. 


2.      We ever hold fast to our genuine Moravian view, that it is not our business to seek to determine what Holy Scripture has left undetermined, or to contend about mysteries impenetrable to human reason. We would keep steadily in sight the aim set before us by the Apostle Paul, Eph. 4, 13, 14, that we may  all attain unto the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a full-grown man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ; that we may be no longer children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine." At the same time, we would never forget that every human system of Doctrine remains imperfect, for, as the same Apostle says, 
I Cor. 13, 9, ,. We know in part: 

Section 8

The Substance of our Teaching.

1.      We hold every truth revealed by God as a precious treasure, and sincerely believe that such a treasure must not be given up, even though we could thereby save our lives. Luke 9, 24. But especially this holds good of the doctrine which the Moravian Church has from the beginning regarded as her chief doctrine, and to which she has, by God's grace, ever held as a precious jewel: That Jesus Christ is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for the whole world. I John 2:2. For Him who knew no sin, God made to be sin on our behalf: that we might become the righteousness of God in Him, 2 Cor. 5, 21: or, as we sing in one of our hymns: 

Whosoever believeth in Christ's redemption.

Will find free grace and a complete exemption

From serving sin!
2.      With this our chief doctrine the following facts and truths, clearly attested by Holy Scripture, stand in essential connection, and therefore form, with that chief doctrine, the main subjects in our knowledge and preaching of salvation: 

a.      The doctrine of the Total Corruption of human nature, that, since the fall, there is no health in man, and that he has no power to save himself. John 3, 6; Rom. 3,23; 7, 18; 
Rom, I, 18-32; 3, 9-18;Eph.2,8-13. 


b.       The doctrine of the Love of God the Father to fallen humanity, that He chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world, and so loved the world that He gave His only- begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on. Him should not perish, but have eternal. life. Eph. 1, 3, 4; 2,4; John 3, 16 ; I John, 4,9. 

c.      The doctrine of the real Godhead and the real Humanity of Jesus Christ that the only-begotten Son of God, through whom all things in heaven and earth were created, forsook the glory which He had with the Father before the world was, and took on Him our flesh and blood, that He might be made like unto His brethren in all things, yet without sin. 
John 1, 1-3; ],14; 17,5; Phil. 2, 6,7; Heb.2,14,17; 4,15; . Col. 1, 17-19; I John 5, 20. 

d.      The doctrine of our Reconciliation with God and our Justification before Him through the Sacrifice of Jesus Christ; that Christ was delivered up for our trespasses, and was raised for our justification, and that alone by faith in Him we have through His blood forgiveness of sin, peace with God, and freedom from the service of sin. Rom. 3, 24, 25; 5, 1 ; I Cor. 1, 30; Heb.2,17; 9,12; I Pet. 1, 18, 19; IJohn1,9: 2 Cor. 5, 18, 19.

e.       The doctrine of the Holy Ghost and the working of his grace; that without Him we are unable to know the truth; that it is He who leads us to Christ, by working in us the knowledge of sin and faith in Jesus, and that He gives us the witness that we are children of God. 
John 16, 8-11, 13, 14 ; I Cor. 12, 3; Rom,8, 16. 

f.      The doctrine of Good Works as the fruit of the Spirit; that in them faith manifests itself as a living acting power, which impels us to follow willingly the commands of God, out of love and gratitude to Him who died for us. John 14, 15 ; Rom. 6, 11-14; I Cor. 6, 20; Gal. 5;6,22.24;
 I John 5, 3-5; Eph. 2, 8-10; Jas. 2, 17. 

g.       The doctrine of the Fellowship of Believers with one another; that they are all one in Christ Jesus, the Head of His body, and are all members one of another. John 17, 21 ; Matt. 23, 8;
 Eph. 4, 4.

h.       The doctrine of the Second Coming of the Lord in glory, and of the Resurrection of the dead, unto life or unto judgment. Acts 1, II; John 6,4°; 11, 25, 26; 3, 36; 5, 25-29;
 I Thess. 4, 14-17. 


3.      Whilst we do not combine these truths and our apprehension of them in a strictly formulated Confession, our understanding of the chief content of Christian doctrine has, in a special way, found expression in what the Church has solemnly professed, year by year, for more than a century, in the " Litany for Easter morning." 

Section 9. 

The Central Point of our Teaching.


1.      In accordance with the above-named chief articles of Christian doctrine, Jesus Christ, the Person of our Saviour, is the central point in our preaching of Salvation. For in Him we have the grace of the Son, the love of the Father, and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost. The testimony of Him, which we sum up as the word of the cross, I Cor. 2, 2, that is, the testimony of Christ's freely giving Himself to a human life, suffering, and death, and of the treasures of grace thereby obtained for us, is the beginning, middle, and end of our preaching. We direct men unto Him who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption. In so doing we labour at the chief calling of the Moravian Church, to proclaim the Lord's death.


2.      We hold that, while through the law of God comes the knowledge of sin, Rom. 3, 20, We are led to still deeper contrition of heart by the Holy Sprit’s witness to Jesus. .For our want of faith In Him, our indifference to His sufferings and death, and our deep-seated natural enmity to Him are the real sins of the heart. John 16, 8, 9. 


3.      To behold the Saviour's bitter death shows us how deserving of condemnation human nature is, and also lets us feel that therein is the only ground of our justification before God, of our reconciliation to Him, of our redemption from death as the wages of sin, and from all bondage to things temporal, so that our conscience is cleansed from dead works to serve the living God. Heb. 9, 14. 
Section 10.
Growth in Grace


1.      It is the aim of the Moravian Church, which she has never lost sight of, to set forth a living Church, in which every individual member is a true Christian. 


2.      A true Christian becomes such only through faith, the living personal faith of the heart. To this, again, belongs a deep and thorough knowledge of the misery of sin, of being worthy of condemnation, and of the need for redemption. Through faith the sinner receives from God, by grace, forgiveness of sin, justification before God, peace with God, and the right to become a child of God. Luke 7, 48-50 ; Rom. 5, I ; John 1, 12. 


3.      The same race, which brings the soul to the knowledge of sin, which makes the sinner just before God, and a child of God, works in him also true sanctification. This sanctification consists not merely in the putting away of particular vices and sins, or sinful habits, but in a complete renewal of the inmost mind, and the decision of the whole heart for the Lord. We love Him who first loved us, and we prove our love by doing the will of God from the heart, and obeying His commands. That this takes place in the heart depends not on man's will or strength, but alone on God's mercy. It is God who, by His Holy spirit, works both to will and to do in all them that, with fear and trembling, are working out their own salvation.

4.      In regard to the manner in which God's mercy brings about the great change in human hearts, both Holy Scripture and the experience of believers show great diversity in God's ways of leading souls to their eternal salvation. Some are able, like Paul, to give the day and hour of the deciding turn in their inner life, when, called and awakened by the voice of God, they found righteousness and peace in believing. With others, again, the experience of their awakening and pardon is not compressed into anyone definable point of time.


5.      The mark common to all true children of God is this, that they have received the Spirit of Christ. Rom. 8, 9. This Spirit of Christ, by His witness, makes them sure that they have the forgiveness of sins, that they are children of God and heirs of eternal life. He works in them, instead of the spirit of bondage and fear of the wrath of God, the spirit of adoption whereby they cry " Abba, Father!" He impels them to follow after that sanctification, without which no man shall see the Lord. He sheds abroad in their hearts the love of God, through which they receive power, that they let not sin reign in their mortal body that they should obey the lusts thereof. He reproves them, makes them sorrow for the sin that is still in them, and works in them heartfelt confidence, so that they ever again confess their sins to Him who is faithful and just to for- give us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. In view of the goal of sanctification in Christ such a child of grace, in deep humility, but also with holy decision, declares with Paul, not that I have already obtained, or am already made perfect; but I press on, if so be that I may apprehend that for which I was apprehended. Phil. 3, 12.
6.      All the power thus to press towards the goal is given us by the gracious working of the Holy Ghost, if we do not cease to look in faith to Jesus, the Author and Perfecter of our faith; that is, to the whole merit of His life, suffering, dying, and rising again, and if we abide in the constant confidential intercourse of a pardoned sinner with his Saviour. John 15, 4, 5.

7.      Thus the new life of the regenerate child of God is safely carried on towards its glorification in the likeness of Christ and its perfection in eternity; whilst the heart becomes from day to day more sure that neither death nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, nor height nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus. The citizenship of all such children of grace is even now in heaven, from whence also they ,wait for the Saviour, Jesus Christ, who will glorify the body of their humiliation, that it may be conformed to the body of His glory, according to the working- whereby He is able even to subject all things unto Himself. Then will their life, as yet hid with Christ in God, be manifested with Him, in body, soul, and spirit, in glory.
Section 11 

The Christian Life.


1.      Our great and only Master summed up the whole of Christian ethics in their inmost spirit in the command of love to God and to our neighbour. Therefore, following Him and His apostle. we enjoin every Christian virtue that springs from this love, especially strict conscientiousness in all we do or leave undone; likewise we warn emphatically against all vices and evil habits. Yet we do both not only by pointing to Jesus Himself as our perfect model, but we seek strength in the blood of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, by which we are not only justified before God, but made holy in life. Cp. Rom. 6. In accordance with the admonition of Christ, we will ever testify that there can be no talk of good fruit until a good tree has been planted that is able to bear good fruit.


2.      Only when the great mysteries of God's salvation are held by insincere minds, and conceived in a light-minded and perverted way, can the doctrine of the Atonement be misused as a sedative for guilt or a cloak for sin. The true believer finds, like Paul, Gal. 5, 24; 6, 14, in the free-will sacrifice of the Son of God and in His death on the cross, both the strongest motive and also divine power to put off the works of darkness, and to put on the armour of light; to die with Christ unto sin, and to live unto righteousness; and to walk not after the flesh, but after the spirit.
From published results of the General Synod 1909 located in the Moravian archives Winston Salem, NC
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